
18   Spring 2015 Journal of Sports Philately

I will miss Bob greatly. I've lost a good friend, a
colleague, and a mentor who taught me so much about
the world of sports and Olympic philately, which was
his passion.

Of all the times I spent with Bob, the trip to
Olympia and Athens in 2012 stands out. First, because
Bob and Stathis Douramakos both went far beyond
necessity to assure that our group of philatelic friends
and spouses would be able to experience these unique
events together. And then because this trip provided
for Bob and his friends a perfect mixture of history,
philately, and socializing. 

Yes, we obtained postmarks and souvenirs, and
shared some laughs hearing Bob's stories of the
vagaries of dealing with the postal service. But I smile
more when I recall standing with Bob in the garden of
the Hotel Europa at sunset the evening prior to the
Torch Lighting Ceremony, both looking out over the
hills surrounding Olympia. Bob was relaxed and happy,
enjoying a glass of wine, pleased that he had been able
to share the magic of Olympia with his friends, and
that we too felt how special it was. That was Bob,
always going the extra mile for his friends and family.
The dinner together in the garden completed a perfect
day for us all. 

The following morning all of us became spellbound
by the beauty, simplicity, and symbolism of the
Lighting Ceremony of the Olympic Flame. This was an
unforgettable experience for everyone. 

I remember also Bob's excitement in Athens where
the Olympic Torch was run right into the Zappeion
building and through the aisles of the Fair, and the
animated way he interacted with the Fairgoers who
each learned a little more about Olympic philately if
they passed by the SOC table. So this is how I'll
remember Bob, experiencing these special moments
with his wife Brenda and with his friends. 

- Norman Jacobs, Jr. -

Bob & Brenda Farley, and friends, at Ancient Olympia
for the lighting of the Olympic Flame, May 2012.

Tributes to Robert “Bob” Farley
from his friends in the collecting community

In London, in Paris, in Torino, in Lausanne, in
Cologne ... we will always have good memories of your
Olympic passion and spirit, dear Bob.

- Christophe Ait-Braham -

It was at the 1996 Centennial Olympic Games
where Bob Farley and I first met. I remember thinking
at the time what a truly friendly and outgoing
individual he was. As we slogged our way through the
summer heat and humidity of downtown Atlanta
methodically visiting each mobile post office, I also
began to appreciate what a thirst Bob had for
broadening not only his, but others’ knowledge of
Olympic philately.

Over the ensuing nearly 20 years our paths
continued to cross. Whether it was at an Olympic
Games (and there were many) or on a vacation, getting
together with Bob, and often his delightful wife,
Brenda, and daughter, Sarah, was always an enjoyable
occasion.

I also admired Bob for his uncanny ability to
navigate the often treacherous waters of international
philately with just the right amount of diplomacy.
Through it all, Bob always maintained both his humor
and enthusiasm. You were a wonderful friend and
colleague, Bob, and I will miss you.

- Mark Maestrone -

Thomas Lippert, Mark Maestrone, and Bob Farley at
Einstein’s during 1996 Atlanta Olympic Games.
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For more tributes to Bob, please visit this
memorial site to him on the web:

http://memorials.co-operativefuneralcare.co.uk/
memorial/01-16-2015-RobertKevin-Farley

Energy, enthusiasm, practical common sense, and
generosity of spirit are the personal characteristics that
immediately come to mind when I reflect on the life of
Bob Farley.

Bob was a “shoulder to the wheel,” “lets do the job
and do it properly” sort of person. If Olympic collecting
could be likened to a ship, then Bob was in the engine
room, working hard to keep the ship moving for the
benefit of all on board.

In addition to his capacity for hard work, Bob was
also a man of vision. He was concerned not only to
ensure the ship was moving, but moving in the right
direction. He was able to read the tides and winds of
change that faced Olympic collecting and to move with
them. 

I worked closely with Bob on two projects: the
Olympex 2012 exhibition during the 2012 London 

Olympic Games, and the Working Group which led to
the establishment of AICO. Olympex 2012 was an
outstanding success and while many people contributed,
the fact of the matter is the exhibition would not have
happened without Bob Farley and Bob Wilcock. Similarly,
on the Working Group to consider the establishment of
an international organisation, it was invariably Bob who
found a way to overcome the natural differences that
exist between different cultures and demonstrate the
greater good that could be achieved.

Bob has died, but he is not gone. His legacy lives on
in the Society of Olympic Collectors and the wonderful
work he and colleagues did in documenting the philatelic
history of Olympic Games since 1988. His spirit lives on
in all of those who came to know him.

Vale, Bob Farley.
- David Maiden -

The sad news was completely unexpected; it was a
shock. Without Bob we lose one of the most active
Olympic collectors who contributed in so many ways:
through fostering cooperation within the international
community of Olympic associations, as a society
chairman and editor of the well-respected TORCH
BEARER, and especially as one of the very few
specialists doing research in the field of modern
Olympic postal history.

Starting at Atlanta 1996 and continuing through
Sochi 2014, Bob and I have been doing “our job”
together on our “Olympic expeditions.” Now this joint
project comes to an abrupt end. Bob, we will miss you!

- Thomas Lippert -

Bob with some of his many collector friends from
around the world gathered in Athens 2012.

Bob will be greatly missed on the IOC Commission
for Philately, Numismatics and Memorabilia. He and I
were new appointees at the same time. As I got to
know Bob I learned how hard he was willing to work
on projects. Since I did not have much knowledge of
stamp collecting Bob was willing to help educate me on
the subject. He was an expert and avid collector. He
was very responsible for the success of the exhibit in
London during the 2012 Games. Without him it
probably would not have happened. He helped create
the new AICO organization.

Bob and I were sent to the meeting in 2013 of the
Olympic Museums Network group working on the
subject of fake Olympic material. He was a great
educator of the attendees on the subject of
unauthorized and illegally reproduced stamps.

As we look toward the future of collecting, some
new things will not be accomplished or as well done.
He will be missed.

- Jim Greensfelder -

Participants at the Olympic Museums Network
group meeting at Helsinki, May 2013.


